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WP 4 aims at the creation of 1. a new viable Business Model Concept in 
a rural context, merging the Living Lab approach and Circular Economy 
theory and 2. at developing practical guidelines in Pilot Regions to 
implement the new Business Model Concept “RAIN”. 
 
RAIN (RegionAl cIrcular liviNg lab business model concept) is a new 
Business Model Concept, designed specifically for the rural context and 
taking into account regional characteristics. RAIN is comprehensive as it 
combines theories on Living Labs, Circular Economy and other concepts 
(also see II.1). To achieve the mentioned aims step by step task 4.1 is 
about “Identification of Rural Business Models in Pilot Regions connected 
to the Living Lab approach”.

INTRODUCTION
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY

The objective of task 4.1 is to identify existing Rural Business Models connected to the Living Lab 
concept in Pilot Regions. Based on WP2 results (benchmarking of innovative examples of Business 
Models, extracting weaknesses, challenges) and WP3 results (feasibility of Living Lab techniques), 
the most interesting and promising Business Models in each of the Pilot Regions shall be identified 
to be further developed in the course of the project, implementing the new findings of the LIVERUR 
project.

The first step of work was to clarify which general topics for an assessment of Business Models 
are the most relevant for the purpose of this project in order to select the most relevant business 
examples for each Pilot Region. A BAB-internal scoping process (following a simplified approach 
similar to European Commission 2001) identified the content and extent of the topics of relevance. 
These topics then were captured and narrowed by a criteria and indicator system, which allows a 
classification of projects or businesses suggested from the Pilot Region Partners. At this stage of the 
LIVERUR project it was not the purpose to compare them across all Pilot Regions. Most importance 
was given to projector Business Model-related indicators and thus, regional indicators were only 
important to create awareness of the context. 

In light of these considerations, a basic set of qualitative criteria was developed and checked against 
covering all relevant topics (see Table 1, page 10), WP2- and WP3-results and feasibility (feedback 
from Pilot Region partners). Four main topics were identified (Living Lab approach, economic 
sustainability, social sustainability and ecological sustainability) and supplemented with 3-6 indicators 
each. All project partners received this first draft and had the opportunity to give feedback. This 
feedback led to additional indicators as well as to sharper and more precise formulation of indicators 
in general. 

After determining the indicators, they were sent to the region partners again to investigate regional 
projects/Business Models, which seem to have great potential regarding Living Lab characteristics 
and further development. The regional partners contacted managers/operators of promising projects/
Business Models and collected all relevant data. After collecting data of the 2-5 activities in the Pilot 
Regions, these projects/Business Models were analysed for each Pilot Region. In a next step, the 
project team and the Pilot Region partners were requested to discuss eventually weighting factors 
of the different criteria and especially the feasibility and willingness for cooperation of the project 
operators to finally select the most promising one or more projects/Business Models in each of the 
Pilot Regions for further work in the LIVERUR project.

Example of a project/Business Model evaluation sheet

ADRI Project 2: “Development of a circular Rural Business Model for bio waste” - SELECTED

Information and characteristics:
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In this way of working the pilot-region partners provided data for altogether 39 projects/Business 
Models. In Deliverable 4.1 all 39 Business Models are described like the example above. 

After an analysation and feedback phase, 20 projects/Business Models were selected for further 
development within LIVERUR project. Table 1 provides an overview of the selected ones within 
LIVERUR Pilot Regions. The big variety of topics (agriculture, tourism, social focus, food industries, 
waste, energy, handicraft) shows the potential of rural areas. In the following work packages these 
Business Models will be in the centre of interest to exploit this potential with the means of the RAIN 
Concept and the RAIN Platform.

It is under discussion among project partners to use the developed system of evaluation also in 
further steps of the LIVERUR project to show the development of the Business Models after applying 
the RAIN Concept.

RESULTS, FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Figure 1. Example of a Business Model analysis. Source: BAB, own elaboration.
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Table 1. Overview of selected Business Models from Pilot Regions. Source: Own source.
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INTRODUCTION
WP 4 aims at the creation of 1. a new viable Business Model Concept in a 
rural context, merging the Living Lab approach and Circular Economy theory 
and 2. at developing practical guidelines in Pilot Regions to implement the 
new Business Model Concept “RAIN”. 
 
RAIN (RegionAl cIrcular liviNg lab Business Model Concept) is a new 
Business Model Concept, designed specifically for the rural context and 
taking into account regional characteristics. RAIN is comprehensive as it 
combines theories on Living Labs, Circular Economy and other concepts 
(also see II.1). 

To achieve the mentioned aims, the work in WP4 is arranged in four tasks:

4.1 Identification of rural Business Models in Pilot Regions connected to the 
Living Lab approach (task leader: BAB)
4.2 Development of a multi-modal approach to compare Living Lab and 
Circular Economy approaches (task leader: TRA)
4.3 Development of the RAIN Business Model Concept (task leader: BAB)
4.4 Development of the RAIN territorial implementation guidelines (task 
leader: BAB)
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OBJECTIVES

The objective of task 4.1 is to identify rural Business Models or projects or initiatives connected to 
the Living Lab concept in Pilot Region areas. As the open innovation approach is an important topic 
also the organisational type (business model, project, initiative) should be kept as much as possible 
open. Based on WP2 results (benchmarking of innovative examples of Business Models, extracting 
weaknesses, challenges) and WP3 results (feasibility of Living Lab techniques), the most promising 
Business Models in each of the Pilot Regions are identified to be further developed in the course of 
the project, implementing the new findings of the LIVERUR project.

In chapter I of this report, the methods and steps of work to structure and categorise the Business 
Model examples in the Pilot Regions are explained. Furthermore, the selection of the projects - 
in close coordination with the Pilot Region partners - for further development within the project is 
explained. Within chapter II all criteria and the indicator system, which build the basis for the Business 
Model/project selection are introduced.

The second part of the report contains the empirical work with data of the Business Model examples 
provided by the Pilot Region partners (chapter III). These data build the basis for the selection of one 
or more concrete Business Model per Pilot Region, which will be subject of further project work.

STRUCTURE OF THE DELIVERABLE
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1 METHODS
The first step was to clarify which general topics for an assessment of Business Models are the most 
relevant for the purpose of this project in order to select the most relevant business examples for each 
Pilot Region. A BAB-internal scoping process (following a simplified approach similar to European 
Commission 2001) identified the content and extent of the topics of relevance - defining the system 
boundaries and keeping the balance of data volume and significance (see Koster-Marbot 2018). 

The important argumentations for the project and the key words in the project proposal are 
(= Scoping checklist):

● Business Management;
● Circular Economy;
● Living Lab, 
● Multi-actor approach;
● Open Innovation;
● Rural Development;
● Sustainability and
● Climate Change.

These topics should be captured and narrowed by a criteria and indicator system, which allows a 
classification of projects suggested from the Pilot Region partners. In general, such a criteria and 
indicator system should be (see Marker 2011): 

● Specific;
● Measurable;
● Applicable;
● Sensitive;
● Available and
● Cost-efficient.

The main topics and criteria should cover all relevant topics and at the same time avoid overlapping 
and double evaluation. A huge number of various criteria/indicators already exists for the above 
mentioned topics and many are already defined and in use for various assessments (quantitative and 
qualitative). The UN-Sustainable Development assessment itself suggests 169 indicators, the OECD/
Eurostat (2018) defined 54 indicators only for the innovation topic. This large number of already 
existing indicators shows that it is not necessary to develop new indicators, but to identify the most 
appropriate ones for the LIVERUR project purpose. The differences between criteria and indicators 
are not always quite clear and depend on the scale of observation. A literature research gives an 
overview, which is of course only a selection of relevant literature (see Annex I). 

Examples for useful methods for a project characterisation are SMART, SALCA or RISE (see Koster-
Marbot 2018). SMART – Sustainability Monitoring and Assessment Routine – was developed by FIBL 
in 2018 to evaluate farm and food enterprises by means of a set of indicators for social welfare, good 
corporate management, economic resilience and ecologic integrity. SALCA – Swiss Agricultural Life 
Cycle Assessment was developed by Agroscope to evaluate milk production systems including direct 
and indirect emissions, but also to integrate biodiversity and landscape impacts (AGROSCOPE 
2018). RISE - Response Inducing Sustainability Evaluation – developed by HAFL concentrates on 
a set of 10 indicators for a very clear assessment of enterprises (Berner Fachhochschule 2018). It 
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comprises land use, animal husbandry, operating material and environment protection, water use, 
energy and climate, biodiversity, working conditions, quality of life and operational management.

At this stage of the LIVERUR project it was not the purpose to compare projects across all Pilot Regions. 
Most importance was given to project-related criteria and thus, regional criteria were only important to 
create awareness of the context. The literature research included resolutions, policy papers, guidelines 
and recommendations from the United Nations (e.g. Sustainable Development Indicators), OECD 
(e.g. Agri-Environmental Indicators) and the EU (e.g. Regional Innovation Scoreboard, Monitoring 
and Evaluation Framework, EIP AGRI common format, Assessment of Research and Innovation on 
Food Systems, Eco-innovation Action Plan) as well as scientific publications on the relevant topics 
(full list see chapter References).

In light of these considerations, a basic set of qualitative criteria was developed and checked against 
covering all relevant topics (see Table 1, page 10), WP2- and WP3-results and feasibility (feedback 
from Pilot Region partners). Four main topics were identified (Living Lab approach, economic 
sustainability, social sustainability and ecological sustainability) and supplemented with 3-6 criteria 
each. These are shown in a table (see table 2.2, page 13), including descriptive questions and 
possible answers (characteristics). All project partners received this first draft and had the opportunity 
to give feedback. This feedback led to additional criteria as well as to sharper and more precise 
formulation of criteria in general. The criteria should cover all necessary topics for Business Models 
connected to the LIVERUR approach. Thus, the number of the criteria is not equal for all main topics, 
which does not affect the classification and is transparently visualized within the radar charts (see 
chapter III).

After determining the criteria, they were sent to the region partners again to investigate regional 
projects/Business Models, which seem to have great potential regarding Living Lab characteristics 
and further development. The regional partners contacted managers/operators of promising projects 
or Business Models and collected all relevant data due to manager´s assessments. After collecting 
data of the 2-5 projects in the Pilot Regions, these projects/Business Models were analysed for 
each Pilot Region. In a next step, the project team and the Pilot Region partners were requested 
to discuss the different criteria and especially the feasibility and willingness for cooperation of the 
project operators. The Pilot Region partners made a final decision on the selection of the most 
promising projects or Business Models for each LIVERUR Pilot Region since they have local and 
regional knowledge, which seems very important for the long-term success.

The criteria for the project selection were selected on the basis of some crucial aspects of the 
LIVERUR project. Therefore, we give an overview of these aspects, before drawing attention on the 
criteria.

In the following, all concepts which are crucial for the LIVERUR project will be described briefly (also 
see Figure 2).

2 CRITERIA-SYSTEM FOR PROJECT SELECTION

2.1 Scope of LIVERUR relevant aspects
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2.1.1 Business Model

2.1.2 Circular Economy

2.1.3 Living Lab Multi-actor approach

2.1.4 Open Innovation

LIVERUR aims at merging two already existing concepts: the Living Lab approach and the Circular 
Economy strategy into one Business Model and adjust this new innovative and sustainable Business 
Model to the 13 rural Pilot Regions. 

In a sustainable business, the value proposition provides measurable ecological and/or social value 
in concert with economic value (Boons and Lüdeke-Freund 2013). A Business Model does not only 
have a company focus, but involves a wider set of stakeholders, necessitating a broader value-
network perspective for innovating and transforming the Business Model (Sommer 2012).

Within the LIVERUR project, Circular Economy is defined as “a regenerative system in which resource 
input and waste, emission, and energy leakage are minimised by slowing, closing, and narrowing 
material and energy loops. This can be achieved through long-lasting design, maintenance, repair, 
reuse, remanufacturing, refurbishing, and recycling. This is contrast to a linear economy which is 
a ‘take, make, dispose’ model of production (PACE 2019).” Within the EU action plan for Circular 
Economy the value of products, materials and resources is maintained in the economy for as long as 
possible, and the generation of waste minimized (EU 2015). LIVERUR will facilitate the implementation 
of the European Circular Economy principles and put them in a rural context.

Living Labs are user-centred, open-innovation ecosystems often operating in a territorial context, 
integrating concurrent research and innovation process within a public-private partnership. The 
strategic development of a rural living lab is based on establishing a sustainable stakeholder partnership 
where users, policy-makers, companies, consumers and researchers enter into agreements on the 
basis of which they may engage in longer term collaboration (LIVERUR Grand Agreement 2018).

The essence of the user-driven approach is the direct involvement of users in the development 
processes of products and services (LIVERUR Grant Agreement 2018). This human-centric approach 
considers humans as the source of innovation, not just as an object for testing and feedback (Schaffers 
et al. 2007).

The concept of Open Innovation defines as “the use of purposive inflows and outflows of knowledge 
to accelerate internal innovation, and expand the markets for external use of innovation, respectively” 
(Chesbrough 2006).

Figure 2. LIVERUR crucial aspects. Source: idea of CESIE.
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LIVERUR’s ambition is to further develop and merge the existing Living Lab concept and the Rural 
Circular Economy approach to a new and innovative RAIN – Regional Circular Living Lab business 
concept and, in this way taking care of a sustainable regional and rural development, driven by co-
operation, integration and innovation (see LIVERUR Grant Agreement 2018).

The LIVERUR Living Lab approach is to assess rural innovations which promote regional and 
rural development by means of four main pillars (Environment and Resilience, Resource Efficiency 
- Efficacy and Management, Competitiveness of SMAEs & Rural value chains, Openness to new 
markets and technologies) in order to monitor the progress and achieve real socio-economic impacts.

2.1.6 Sustainability

2.1.7 Climate Change

2.1.8 WP2 results

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) provides 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) which address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, 
climate, environmental degradation, prosperity, and peace and justice (UNDP 2015). The SDGs are 
accepted worldwide and serve as a compass for sustainable development.

LIVERUR endeavours to consider all aspects of sustainability in the Circular Economy:
 
1. Circular supplies: Provide renewable energy, bio based- or fully recyclable input, material to replace 

single-lifecycle inputs 
2. Resource recovery: Recover useful resources/energy out of disposed products or by-products
3. Product life extension: Extend working lifecycle of products and components by repairing, upgrading 

and reselling 
4. Sharing platforms: Enable increased utilization rate of products by shared use/access/ownership 
5. Product as a service: Offer product access and retain ownership to internalize benefits of circular 

resource productivity  
6. Emerging Business Model in the Circular Economy as a Rural Circular Economy framework. 

Climate change is the most serious global environmental problem and therefore a growing threat for 
mankind (IPCC 2014). Impacts occur on all levels and affect all sectors, but agriculture and therefore 
rural regions are particularly affected. Next to specific challenges of rural regions (e.g. demographic 
and social changes), LIVERUR also takes climate change impacts and climate resilience into account. 

LIVERUR WP2 concerns capitalizing and sharing know-how on existing Business Models and value 
chains in rural areas, focusing on the creation of an extensive analysis of the existing Business 
Models in rural territories and on the development of a comprehensive approach to rural Business 
Models analysis, which identifies relevant benchmarking criteria and suggest innovative comparison 
strategies. Deliverable 2.1 summarised typical Business Model Canvas criteria (according to 
Osterwalder and Pigneur 2010) supplemented by subjective impact evaluation on social, economic 
and environmental criteria on the basis of the four LIVERUR pillars: 

I. Environment and resilience; 
II. Resource efficiency-efficacy and management; 

2.1.5 Rural Development

Living Labs can be understood as user-centric environments for open innovation (Schaffers et al. 
2007). The open innovation concept in a wider sense is closely related to Living Labs as it focuses 
on the agreements between different partners, including customers, researchers and companies, in 
developing and exploiting a Living Lab innovation environment (Schaffers et al. 2007).
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III. Competitiveness of SAMEs and rural value chain; 
IV. Openness to new markets and technologies. 

This resulted in six typical rural Business Models (conventional farm, diversified agriculture, food and 
beverage industry, rural SME and craft business, rural tourism, rural services to inhabitants). These 
models are the reservoir of projects, ideas or initiatives to be followed in the coming LIVERUR steps 
of working and therefore they should be covered by the selection criteria of Task 4.1.

Deliverable 2.2 provides information about the LIVERUR benchmarking criteria for comparison of 
existing value-chain approaches, based on revision of literature, projects and initiatives with input 
from all LIVERUR partners. The criteria cover topics like social, economic, technological and 
environmental impact, open innovation and Circular Economy. In addition, the SWOT analyses of 
Deliverable 2.3 give insights of important factors in rural areas to be considered in the further work 
from the viewpoint of local/regional experts. 

Beside the previous mentioned sources and considerations, these WP2 results have been exploited 
to find relevant selection criteria in Task 4.1 which have a slightly different focus because they should 
be achievable from Pilot Region partners, balanced, and transformed to project level. They should 
cover relevant Living Lab aspects and give a clear and easy to achieve picture of the focus of the 
projects.

2.1.9 WP3 results

2.2.1 Set of criteria for project selection

In the same way as WP2 results, the WP3 results are an important input for drafting the Task 4.1 
selection criteria. Deliverable 3.2 case studies of rural living labs’ definitions show the key principles 
and characteristics as well as key success factors (high involvement of users, versatile forms of 
communication, effective conversion of tacit knowledge, multi-disciplinary teams, cohesion of 
stakeholders). The Task 4.1 criteria are formulated in a way that covers all these important factors.

As described above, the following criteria within four main topics were identified:
1. Living Lab approach
1.1 User-centred
1.2 Multi-actor approach
1.3 Level of engagement/participation
1.4 Openness
1.5 Real-life setting
1.6 Technological integration
2. Economic Sustainability
2.1 Type of innovation
2.2 Regional conditions
2.3 Resources (financial, infrastructure, manpower, technological)
3. Social Sustainability
3.1 Health and wellbeing
3.2 Quality education and learning
3.3 Culture
3.4 Social equity
4. Ecological Sustainability
4.1 Climate action and biodiversity
4.2 Resource management and energy from renewable resources
4.3 Products/material regeneration
4.4 Responsible production and consumption

2.2 Criteria and Indicators for project selection
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2.2.3 Project selection template
The following template was sent to all Pilot Region partners to collect data for regional rural projects/
initiatives.

Table 2.1. Template for Pilot Regions´ projects, part I. Source: BAB, own research.
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Table 2.2. Template for Pilot Regions´ projects, part II. Source: BAB, own research.

The crucial outcome of WP 4.1 is an identification of suitable (sustainable and resilient) rural Business 
Models connected to the Living Lab concept. Due to the diversity of the different territories, one (or 
more) suitable Business Models or projects were identified for each Pilot Region. 

Valuation rules

As the valuation criteria show how close a project or a Business Model meets the ideal Living Lab 
approach of the LIVERUR project valuation was done under the following premises:

• The higher the performance of every single project within the criteria, the closer the project or 
Business Model is related to the LIVERUR approach. The characteristics of each criterion (three 
choices) can be seen as a development or improvement within a Business Model, where choosing 
the third characteristic does not automatically mean to exclude the first or second choice. The main 
difference is the development level, which is higher for the second, and the highest for the third 
choice/characteristic. The value 0 means no data were available. In the case where a project or idea 
has the highest performance within all four main topics, there seems no room for improvement and 
support from LIVERUR project activities. Such a Business Model could serve as a good practice 
example. 

• The performance-variation across the different main topics (pattern of the graph) gives hints to 
which topics should undergo improvement. In case of a weak performance in one or two topics, the 

3 PILOT REGION PROJECT SELECTION
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potential of development in direction of a Living Lab and circular Business Model seems high. In 
the case where many or all topics show a weak performance, the potential is estimated as low.

• Valuation also depends on how the topic of the project or Business Model corresponds with the 
announced respective Pilot Region topic in the Grant Agreement.

•  Altogether, we aim at balanced topics and sectors over all Pilot Regions.
• The selection depends very much on the qualitative information of the Pilot Region partner about 

how practicable a cooperation with the respective project/idea manager may develop.
• The Pilot Region partners take the decision if they want to keep one or more projects or initiatives 

for further work in the LIVERUR project.

South Burgenland (part of the Austrian province of Burgenland) is inhabited by 97,000 residents 
and covers an area of 1,500 km². The hilly landscape and the illyric climate favour a very diverse 
agriculture with a recently growing trend of organic production. Small enterprises are predominant, 
direct marketing is a big widely-used. Another economic asset are thermal springs, exploited via 
some spa resorts and boosting the tourism. A low population density and insufficient public transport 
in this peripheral region lead to growing outmigration to bigger cities (EC 2018, Annex 1, p 143).

RMB Project 1: “Erlebnis Paradies Südburgenland” – SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

3.1 South Burgenland, PP RMB (AT)
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RMB Project 2: “Weinidylle Südburgenland” – SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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RMB Project 3: “Wieseninitiative - Meadow Initiative Association for the Conservation and 
Promotion of Rural Habitats”– SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

In a Pilot Region workshop with stakeholders about project selection it turned out that a vision 
of the Living Lab Südburgenland (LLSB) should be to achieve food sovereignty in the region of 
“Südburgenland” by stimulating product and service innovations mainly in the fields of agriculture 
and food production. LLSB wants to achieve this ambitious goal by using available resources more 
innovatively and more efficiently and by promoting the principle of circularity in the local business 
cycle. More specifically, the challenge of food sovereignty shall be met by various initiatives (some 
are already included in the three above described projects and will contribute to LLSB) like innovative 
use of fallow land, new forms of (technologically supported) regional goods distribution and use of 
existing potentials for example in fruit production, processing and marketing. Awareness of regional 
resources, regional production, regional cycles as well as awareness of the relevance of food 
sovereignty and landscape amenities should be strengthened among potential consumers.
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The very densely populated Pilot Region Vega del Segura comprises 12 municipalities. They 
are inhabited in sum by 108,400 residents and cover an area of 959 km². The good natural and 
infrastructural conditions promote the establishment of agri-food industry, related mostly to fruits. 
Most of the exploitation of agricultural land takes place in small plots and farms owned by individuals. 
Besides that, energy-companies and the business sector play an important role. (EC 2018, Annex 1, 
p 79)

ADRI Project 1: “Development of a Circular Economy approach for the meat supply chain 
sector”
Information and characteristics:

3.2 Vega del Segura, EuroVertice, PP ADRI (ES)  
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ADRI Project 2: “Development of a circular rural Business Model for bio waste” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

BAB and ADRI agreed to select project 2 “Development of a circular Rural Business Model for bio 
waste” for further development within the LIVERUR project. The projects´ strengths lie in the fields of 
ecological and economic sustainability. The criteria regarding Living Lab characteristics are already 
on a high level, but may be raised further. ADRI is in contact with the operators and they already 
generated a cooperative atmosphere, which is an important basis for any further development.
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The Czech Pilot Region is inhabited by 84,500 residents and covers an area of 1,500 km². The hilly 
countryside at the foothill of the Sumava mountains favours the production of cereals, rape, potatoes, 
maize and clover. Cattle grazing is becoming more popular than dairy farming. Modern infrastructure 
is lacking and outmigration is an evident problem. (EC 2018, Annex 1 p 136).

UHLA Project 1: “Lamberská stezka”
Information and characteristics:

3.3 Posumavi, PP Uhlava o.p.s. (CZ)    
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UHLA Project 2: “Šumavaprodukt s.r.o.” – SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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UHLA Project 3: “Turistická oblast Pošumaví” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

BAB and UHLA agreed to select two projects: project 2 “Šumavaprodukt s.r.o.” and project 3 “Turistická 
oblast Pošumaví”. Both projects seem to have a lot of potential for further development within the 
relevant LIVERUR fields. Both projects will be maintained and build the basis for the development of 
a new joint Living Lab.
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The Pilot Region Gozo is inhabited by 31,400 residents and covers an area of 67 km². As the conditions 
for agriculture are excellent the rural sector including the associated processing industry is one of the 
most important drivers in the regional economy, the focus is on dairy and meat products. Accordingly 
a high share of the inhabitants (17,3%) is engaged in agriculture (EC 2018, Annex 1 p 57).

TRA Project 1: “Merill Network: Agro-ecosystem regeneration project”
Information and characteristics:

3.4 Gozo, PP TRA (MT)     
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TRA Project 2: “The Magro Food Village in Xewkija, Gozo” 
Information and characteristics:
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TRA Project 3: “GreenPak Recycling of Packaging”
Information and characteristics:
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TRA Project 4: “ECO-Gozo: Gozo Experimental Farm and Lab (GEF)”
Information and characteristics:
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TRA Project 5: “Circular Rural Living Lab Malta” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

It is notable that all projects provided by TRA performed very well within the WP 4.1 criteria. Project 
5 “Circular Rural Living Lab Malta” was chosen for further development within LIVERUR since this 
project seems promising in fulfilling the essential LIVERUR aspects. As a new element, it is planned 
to also include Blockchain technology for food safety.
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The Portuguese Pilot Region Terceira Island (Azores) is inhabited by 55,800 residents and covers 
an area of 402 km². Agriculture is essential for the preservation of the high quality rural landscape 
and safeguarding of traditions and knowledge. The agricultural industry supplies the local market. In 
economic view agriculture is very important for its GDP contribution and for employment opportunities 
it generates. (EC 2018, Annex 1 p 92)   

FRCT Project 1: “Organic and Sustainable Milk Production - Happy Cows Project” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

3.5 Terceira Island, PP FRCT (PT-Azores)     
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FRCT Project 2: “Cheese of the Furnas Valley”
Information and characteristics:
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FRCT Project 3: “Pilot on Biological Dairy Production”
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

Project 1 “Organic and Sustainable Milk Production - Happy Cows Project” was chosen as a Business 
Model that will be further developed within LIVERUR. It shows special strengths within social 
sustainability and seems to have potential regarding further development of the Living Lab approach. 
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The Slovenian Pilot Region (various municipalities) is inhabited by 926,000 residents. Traditional 
family farming is still the principal model in rural regions and has proved its adaptability to diverse 
natural characteristics of Slovenia as well as its resilience to societal, political and market transitions 
(Grant Agreement 2018, Annex 1).

UL Project “Smart Rural Slovenia” 
Location 1: “Padna - Histrian houses” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

3.6 Slovenia, PP UL (SI) 
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UL Project “Smart Rural Slovenia”
Location 2: “Solčava - Logarska dolina (Logar valley)” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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UL Project “Smart Rural Slovenia”
Location 3: “Kungota - House of all generations” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

The Slovenian project partner UL is working on one project – “Smart Rural Slovenia” – that is 
implemented at three different locations. As UL has good relations with the local managers of all 
locations, the further development of the project will also take place at all three locations. Overall, 
the projects are already on a very high level – the first and second location have special strengths 
regarding Living Lab characteristics, while the second and third location show the highest values 
in social sustainability. The second location also has special strengths in the field of ecological 
sustainability. 
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The Pilot Region West of France, situated in the region Bretagne- Pays de la Loire is inhabited by 
6,900,000 residents and covers an area of 59,000 km². It is a main region of agricultural production 
with a focus on animal husbandry (dairy products, pigs, poultry). In consequence, a lot of jobs 
are connected to agriculture and food industry which are the major economic forces in the region. 
Good natural conditions and a modern structure of the enterprises are an asset of the region (Grant 
Agreement 2018, Annex 1).

CRAPL Project 1: “Energetic transition for farms in west of France” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

3.7 West of France, PP CAPdL (FR)  
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CRAPL Project 2: “Preserve the ecological condition of drinking water for the city of PORNIC 
and its inhabitants” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

The Pilot Region West of France will work on with 2 projects: “Energetic transitions for France” and 
“Preserve the ecological condition of drinking water for the city of PORNIC and its inhabitants”. Both 
projects have their strengths in ecological sustainability and show potential for further development 
in the Living Lab approach as well as in social and economic sustainability.
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Latvia – the Pilot Region as a whole is inhabited by 1,960,000 residents and covers an area of 
64,600 km². The highest potential in the agricultural sector is seen in fruit growing – on the one hand 
traditionally as the natural conditions are favourable, on the other as market and consumer demands 
increase. The small-scaled agricultural enterprises’ structure and lacking cooperation hinder further 
developments. Fruit processing SMEs are developing very quickly (Grant Agreement 2018, Annex 
1).

3.8 Latvia, PP ZSA (LV)  

ZSA Project 1: “Smart Collaboration for Agriculture” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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ZSA Project 2: “Cooperative “Musmaju darzeni” (Home grown vegetables)”
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

BAB and ZSA selected project 1 “Smart Collaboration for Agriculture” for further development within 
the LIVERUR project. The project has comprehensive strengths within all analysed fields. Potential 
for further development lies in the implementation of the Living Lab approach as well as in the field of 
social sustainability. The links between different actors makes the project particularly interesting for 
further development within LIVERUR.
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The Pilot Region TR33 is inhabited by 1,402,000 residents and covers an area of 13,270 km². TR33 
is one of the leading Turkish regions due to the regional gross value added of agricultural production. 
Hence, the food sector has an increasing importance for the region. Olive processing, fruit drying 
and packing and dairy production are the main food processing subjects (EC 2018, Annex 1 p 102).

ZEKA Project 1: “Living-Lab Initiative Idea”
Information and characteristics:

3.9 Manisa-TR33, PP ZEKA (TR)   
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ZEKA Project 2: “Olive Excellence Center” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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ZEKA Project 3: “Treet BUBA Agriculture and Technologies Inc.”
Information and characteristics:
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ZEKA Project 4: “Invest4Land of API Group”
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

Project 2 “Olive Excellence Center” was chosen for further development within LIVERUR. This project 
shows its strengths in the Living Lab approach as well as in the field of ecological sustainability. The 
project seems promising regarding further development according to LIVERUR characteristics.
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The Pilot Region Trasimeno is inhabited by 704,000 residents and covers an area of 2,500 km². 23% 
of SMEs are connected to agriculture, forestry or fishing. The focus is on agro-tourism, handcraft and 
local products. The union of municipalities aims to develop synergies and co-operations between 
public administration, entrepreneurs and NGOs (Grant Agreement 2018, Annex 1).

UCT Project 1: “Efficiency of processes in rural tourism integrated area in Trasimeno territory” 
- SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

3.10 Union Municipalities of the Trasimeno, PP Sogesca, UCT 
(IT)  
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UCT Project 2: “Introduction of renewable energies with use of biomass residues coming 
from prunings and wood material”
Information and characteristics: 

Project selection

Due to the wish of the project partner UCT, project 1 “Efficiency of processes in rural tourism integrated 
area in Trasimeno territory” was chosen as the Business Model for further development within the 
LIVERUR project. The project illustrates its strengths in the field of economic sustainability as efforts 
in this field are at a very high level. Potential for further development is especially given in the fields 
of the Living Lab approach and social sustainability.
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The Pilot Region Reggio Emilia and Appenino Reggiano comprises peri-urban and rural areas. It is 
inhabited by 58,300 residents and covers an area of 778 km². One part of the region is located in the 
Padana plane and shows a high number of SMEs, mostly farm enterprises and agro-food processing 
industries (focus on dairy products, vine and vinegar). The second part is a mountain area with low 
population density and very small settlements. The typical rural economy is based on family owned 
micro agri-enterprises (EC 2018, Annex 1 p 118).

E 35 Project 1: “Cooperativa di Comunità ‘Valle dei Cavalieri’” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

3.11 Reggio Emilia, Appenino Reggiano, PP E35 (IT)  
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E35 Project 2: “Cooperativa di Comunità “I Briganti del Cerreto - Servizi ambientali e turistici””
Information and characteristics:
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E35 Project 3: “Parco commestibile - Orticoltura e agroforestazione periurbane” - An Edible 
Park for citizens of Reggio Emilia” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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E35 Project 4: “REKO Reggio Emilia”
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

BAB and the project partner E35 agreed in choosing project 1 “Cooperativa di Comunità “Valle dei 
Cavalieri” and project 3 “Parco commestibile - Orticoltura e agroforestazione periurbane” - An Edible 
Park for citizens of Reggio Emilia” for further development within the LIVERUR project. Project 1 
shows comprehensive strengths in the fields of ecological and social sustainability as well as in the 
Living Lab approach. Project 2 has its strengths in the fields of ecological sustainability and Living 
Lab approach. 
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The Tunesian Pilot Region Ouedhref is inhabited by 10,300 residents and covers an area of 266 km². 
The semi-dry climate of Ouedhref is appropriate to cultivate palm-, olive-, pomegranate- and “elhenna” 
trees. 400 handcrafts produce carpets (margoum), mostly with female workers. This contributes by 
10% of the national production. These two sectors are the most important in the region and contribute 
to economic stability, traditional jobs and regional identity (Grant Agreement 2018, Annex 1).

DAR Project 1: “Kolna Kesra” 
Information and characteristics:

3.12 Ouedhref, PP dar Margoum (TN)  
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DAR Project 2: “Mornag Eco Farm”
Information and characteristics:
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DAR Project 3: “Aatik Artisan” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

BAB and DAR agreed on choosing project 3 “Aatik Artisan” for further development within LIVERUR. 
The Business Model´s best performance lies in the field of social sustainability. Potential for further 
development may be seen in all LIVERUR relevant aspects. 
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There will be three LIVERUR pilot zones in Brittany, which is France’s first producing region of poultry 
(meat and egg), cow’s milk, veal calves, pigs and vegetable crops (greenhouses and open field). 
Agriculture is a major economic and employment sector for the region from upstream to downstream 
along the supply chain with a dense agro-food sector employing 58,200 people (excluding craft 
activities). The three territories are representative of the Brittany agricultural system with a high 
density of livestock, especially dairy farms. The main issues for these territories are to strengthen 
the link between society and farmers, to address the environmental impacts of agriculture and, in 
parallel, to maintain the number of farmers and global agricultural turnover.

3.13 Brittany, Brittany Chambers of Agriculture (FR)  

CRAB Project 1: “Metha BDC” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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CRAB Project 2: “Air & Energy Territorial Plan” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:
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CRAB Project 3: “Dairy Territorial Value” - SELECTED
Information and characteristics:

Project selection

The Brittany Chambers of Agriculture will develop all three projects, which are territorial projects 
and managed by their colleagues, within LIVERUR. The projects´ strengths lie in the Living Lab 
approach. Potential for further development is especially given in the fields of ecological and social 
sustainability.
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CONCLUSIONS

The project region partners provided data for altogether 39 projects or 
Business Models. After an analysation and feedback phase, 20 projects or 
Business Models were selected for further development within LIVERUR 
project. The following table (Tab. 3, next page) provides an overview and 
shows the diversity of projects or Business Models within LIVERUR Pilot 
Regions. 
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Table 3. Overview of selected Business Models from Pilot Regions. Source: BAB, own elaboration.
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